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ETAL AIST TI 


1 THESSALONIANS, iv. 13, 14. 


But I would not have you to be ignorant, bre- 


thren, concerning them which are aſleep, 
that ye ſorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe that Yeſus 
| died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which 


2 eep in Jeſus will, God bring with im. 


T is our great happineſs that we have the 
good word of God to peruſe, becauſe there 

1s ſuch an admirable fulneſs and ſuitableneſs 

in it, enough to ſupply all our wants, and to ad- 
miniſter abundant relief ard ſupport amidſt all 
the trials and miſeries of this very frail and dy- 
ing life: and not only to adminiſter relief and 


ſupport, but when applied by that glorious ſpirit, 


who indited the ſacred pages, to yield a joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory; a peace which 


paſſeth all underſtanding, which keepeth the 


heart and the mind, amidſt all its ſorrows, and 
diſquietudes. Our text and the ſubſequent verſes 

vouch for the truth of this obſervation, relating 
to a very common cauſe of ſorrow, the loſs by 


death of near and dear relations, of very amiable 
friends, and dear brethren in Chriſt Jeſus, with 


A * whom 
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whom we have gone up to the houſe of God with 
gr eat harmony and joy, whoſe converſation anc 
llowſhip was very dear to the church and peo- 
ple of God, and whoſe removal from this world 
of ours cannot but very tenderly touch and deep- 


Iy affect the minds of thoſe who are poſſeſſed of 


ſerious thought, wiſe reflection, and due conſider- 
ation. Do not the words of my text, amidſt ſuch 
gloomy ſcenes as theſe which are frequently pre- 
ſented to our view, give us the beſt inſtruction, 
and the moſt divine comfort and joy? 

YT hey contain 1n them, a very important duty 
incumbent upon chriſtians, when viſited with thoſe 
diſpenſations of divine providence, which bereave 


tbem of their dear friends and relations in Chriſt 


Jeſus and very powerful and convincing ar- 
guments and motives to enfarce a proper atten- 


tion to the duty. 


FI RS T, Theſe words contain a very impor- 
tant duty incumbent upon chriſtians, when vilit- 
ed with thoſe diſpenſations of divine providence, 
which bereave them of their dear friends and re- 


Jations | in Chriſt Jeſus. 
=o he important duty enjoined, is not ta ſorrow 


immoderately for them, when they die away from 


vs. We are taught by it to ſet proper bounds 


to our grief, or that the tears of our ſorrow | 
f ſhould moderately flow. We are not, we grant 


it, forbid to ſorrow; to mourn on ſorrowful and 


mournful occaſions. The chriſtian religion does 


*3 


| not 


by the Hope of the Gos PPT. 11 
nöt teach us to be ſtupid and inſenſible, under 
dur own afflictions or thoſe of others. | 

The ftoic philoſophers may teach their pupils 
thoſe leſſons, but the holy prophets and apoſtles 
teach us quite different, quite the reverſe, © to 
« weep with them that weep” to feel and ten- 
derly to feel too, when the great ſovereign of 
the univerſe, the infinitely wife and good gover- 
nor of the world, is pleaſed to ſtrike our com- 
forts dead before our eyes; to remove from this 
our world the deſire of our hearts and the delight 
of our eyes. 

Indeed the tender ties of friendſhip and rela- 
tion, nay humanity itſelf, demands the tribute of 
our tears. They have been deemed always a 
proper and becoming expreſſion of our humilia- 
tion, under the mighty hand of God; and what 
the great founder of our holy religion hath con- 
ſecrated; for you read concerning him: * that 
«* when Jeſus came to the grave of his friend 
&* Lazarus whom he loved, he wept ;** he could 
not refrain from tears. And was he now preſent, 
as in the days of his fleſh, who could imagine he | 
would refrain from weeping over the grave of my 
dear friend and brother. 

But notwithſtanding my text allows us to ſor- 
row, it inculcates upon us a great duty in our 
ſorrowing, and in our mourning; that we keep 
within fit arid propet bounds, the bounds of right 
reaſon and real religion. That the tears we ſhed, 
do not flow ſo faſt as to raiſe a torrent, which will 
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Cbriſtian Mourners relieved + 
with it's impetuoſity quite bear down and ſwallow. 
up the comforts which the chriſtian religion 
yields, the lively hopes which it inſpires, and the 
graces of unfcigned patience in tribulation, cheer- 
ful and unreſerved ſubmiſſion to the will of an 
infinitely wiſe and gracious God and Father; gra- 
titude, love, and praiſe, which we daily ought to 
be found in the exerciſe of. We ſhould not then 
let our ſorrow be immoderate and exceſſive. This 
is the great duty incumbent upon us. We 
proceed, 


SECONDLY, To the conſideration of the 
very powerful and convincing arguments and mo- 
tives, to enforce a proper regard and attention to 
it; and they are theſe For chriſtians immo- 
derately to ſorrow for thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, 
argues too much ignorance, or at leaſt the not 


making a right uſe of the knowledge divine re- 


velation affords, relative to the happy ſtate of 
their ſpirits in a better world, and thus ſinks them 
to the level of the heathen——Becauſe their bo- 
dies, though deprived of life, and covered up in 
the ſolitude and gloom of the grave, are but a- 
fleep in Chriſt Jeſus And as ſure as they are 


aſleep in him, we have the moſt firm grounds to 


build our faith and hope upon, that can well be 
imagined, that God will awaken them from their 
ſleep, their long ſlumbers in the grave, at his 
Son's ſecond coming, and bring them along with 


him. 
Permit me to conſider each of theſe diſtinctly. 


or 


1 


F, 
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8. For chriſtians immoderately to ſorrow for 


thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, argues too much igno- 
rance, or at leaſt the not making a right uſe of 


the knowledge divine revelation affords, relative 


to the happy ſtate of their ſpirits in a better 
world, and thus ſinks them ta the level of the 


| heathen. Do we not believe, do we not know, 


from the whole current of the ſacred writings, 
the immortality of the ſoul? and alſo that the 
ſouls of good men, of true believers in Chriſt 


| Jeſus, at their death immediately paſs into hea- 


ven, and are made perfect in purity, ſhine in all 
the beauties and glories of holineſs ? There they 
have every error, iniquity, evil of every kind, 
done away for ever and for ever, and are in a ſtate 
of the ſweeteſt light and joy? Do we believe 


that they are in the everlaſting arms of their Fa- 


ther and their God in covenant z without a cloud 
ſee his loyely face; enjoy, without interruption, 


his ſmiles, and ſolace themſelves in his unchange- 


able and everlaſting love ? Do we not know, that 
they behold the King, their bleſſed Saviour, in all 


his beauties and his glories; and that He, with 


his own hand, hath placed the crown of glory 
which fadeth not away on their heads; put on 
them the white robes, emblematical of victory; 
given them the palm- branches, abſolute domi- 
nion and triumph? Do we believe that he feeds 


them with the hidden manna, leads them to the 
living fountains, nay, to the rivers of the moſt 


ſubſtantial and ſublime pleaſures and joys, which 
will never know an ebb? Are we aſſured of theſe 
A 4 things 
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N Chriſtian Mourners relieved - 
things concerning the ſpirits of our deceaſed 
friends and brethren in the Lord, from his lively 
and infallible oracles; and ſhall we immoderately 
grieve, and exceſſively mourn over them? What, 
grieve and mourn that their warfare is accom- 
pliſhed, that they are crowned with the incor- 
ruptible crown, and have given them by the Son 
of God, to ſit down with him on his throne, even 
4s he is fat down with his Father on his throne ? 
Shall we mourn, ſince they poſſeſs the inheritance 
which is incorruptible, undefiled, and which fa- 
deth not away, and are in the midſt of the eter- 
nal weight of glory? To mourn beyond all mea-. 
ſure, to pine away through grief, becauſe they 
are no more with us; does it not either betray 
great ignorance, or at leaſt that what we believe 
and know concerning theſe great realities, which 
our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt has brought to light 
by his goſpel, hath but very little juſt influence 
and effect upon us; or at leaſt that our faith is 
but weak and low with reſpect to things inviſible 
and eternal, and that fleſhly ſenſe and paſſion get 
the maſtery over the excellent graces of faith and 
hope? It muſt be allowed, ſuppoſing we had not 
this glorious goſpel of the ever- bleſſed God, and 
were left to heatheniſh darkneſs, and conſequent- 
ly had no certain, no ſolid grounds for hope with 
reſpect to an happy and glorious immortality, 
could only obtain a dim, precarious, and fluctuat- 
ing knowledge about the immortality of the ſoul 
and a future ſtate of everlaſting felicity, the caſe 
c would 
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would be much altered. Let them mourn ex- 


ceſſively. let them indulge to grief, who have no 
other apprehenſions when a friend, a near and dear 
relation dies, than that they are totally periſhed;. 
irrecoverably loſt and gone they know not where; 
or elſe that they are tranſlated into the air, and 


hover up and down in its immenſe regions, ſeek- 


ing reſt but finding none: who have no hope 
that they ſhall enjoy, ever meet and enjoy one 
another more, in an infinitely better world than 
this. There may be ſome excuſe for their mourn-. 
ing immoderately, for their ſhewing the moſt. 
evident ſigns of the bittereſt grief, who have only 
the faint and feeble taper of corrupted reaſon and 
nature to guide them; but there can be none 
for your's, ſince the great and glorious Sun of 
righteouſneſs has riſen upon us, has aboliſhed 
death, you well know, diſpelled the darkneſs that 
hung round the grave, and brought life and im- 
mortality to light by his goſpel; has opened. 
heaven to us, in all its e its Joys, its glo- 
ries! 
Our ſpirits, my belayed brethren | in the Lords 


ſhould not be over-dejected, too much diſquieted 


within us. Our ſorrow ſhould be moderate for, 
and under due government and reſtraint con- 
cerning thoſe who ſleep in Chriſt Jeſus ; becauſe 
they are imparadiſed in his arms, behold him in 
all his beauties, and are made perfectly like him, 


ſince they ſee him as he is. Tis rather a matter 


of j joy to think of their high exaltation, and of 
their 


— 2 BE 2 re EE ———— — — — K — 
— — - — - — — — 


— ——ů —- 4 DES — 


| 


10 Chriftian Mourners relieved 


their mighty bliſs ; and ſhould*excite in us the 


ardour, the vehemency of deſire to be with them 
for ever. It aroſe, no doubt of it, from ſuch 


conſiderations as theſe, that the primitive chriſ- 
 tians, at the fame time they dropped tears of 
ſorrow into the graves of the ſaints, yet buried 


them with an and e of 1 N 


n. We ſhould not. L ingeige immoderate ſorrow, 


becauſe their bodies, though deprived of life, 
and covered up in the gloom and folitude of the 


Fw; are but aſleep in Chriſt Jeſus. 


In order to give you the e in its force, 


we would anſwer theſe two enquiries, Why is 
death compared to fleep ? 
 eping in Jeſus imply and comprehend ? 


and, What does 


1. Why is death compared to ſleep? Becauſe, 
as fleep often comes on us gradually and inſen- 


fibly, fo doth death, as is well known: thus it 


came upon our dear brother. Sleep is a ſtate of 
inſenſibility and inaction, and thus becomes a fair 


| image of death, the moſt fair one we have in this 
world. The death of the ſaints, the dear people 
of God, may, with the utmoſt propriety, be com- 


pared to it, ſince fleep puts an end to all the 
follies and vanities of the day, fo doth death pur 
an end, a final period, to all the cares, the la- 
bours, the troubles, the follies, and vanities of 
the 285 of hfe, which they had given them to 

2 — 


27 the He of the Gosp EI. Tr 


ſpend here. Beſides, their death may be juſtly 
compared to it with reſpect to the uſual iſſues of 
it: Sleep, you know, is but for a time, a ſeaſon; 
it takes its flight from our eye - lids in the morn- 
ing, and we awake, and are refreſhed : and thus 
it is with thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus. Their bodies 
ſhall not always ſlumber in the grave, and reſt on 
this bed of duſt and darkneſs; no: death ſiall 
not always have dominion over them; for after 
a long night of ſleep in his dreary realms, they 
ſhall awake in the bright and beautiful morning 
of the reſurrection. This firm expectation and 
lively hope had David * : * But as for me, I will 
„ behold thy face in righteouſneſs : : I ſhall be 
* ſatisfied when I awake with 1 likeneſs.” “ 
22. What does feeping'i in Jeſus imply and com- 
prehend ? The following particulars : + 
(1.) That whilſt theſe perſons. were ance 7 
lived here, they were vitally united to-him by 
faith unfeigned, which is of the operation of God, 
according to the riches of his grace. It ſuppoſes 
that an intimate union commenced betwixt him 
and them, whilſt they were in this vale of tears, 
which is, you know, ſet forth by various ſimili- 
tudes in the lively oracles of God, ſuch as are: 
drawn from the © vine and the branches, the 
<*© head and the members of the body natural,” 
which aſſure us that they derived life from Him, 
the life of grace, and were nouriſhed up, through 


Pal. xvii. 15. 


virtue 
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i virtue and influence received from him, as theit | 
il great and only root and moſt illuſtrious head? 
for the life of glory: and alſo that they had this 
lh! | bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt dwelling in their hearts 
Wl by faith, love, and hope, through the power of 
1 the Holy Ghoſt, whio enabled them to live in 
0 Him, and to his glory, by a holy and heavenly 
00 conyerſation, according to his word and all-per- 
Il |@cxatpple. 1. 
Uh! | 12.) That notwithſtanding cbtir beds ® dead 


Il in the grave, nevertheleſs the powerful king of 
it terrors was not able, with all his might, to dif- 
[i ſolve the union. betwixt their glotious head and 
iſh them. It afſures us, though they lie in the moſt 
| low and humbled ſtate that can well be conteiv- 
i ed, covered with darkneſs, duſt, corruption and 
It worms; yet that they are in the moſt near and 
0 dear union all the while they fleep here with the 


Il! Prince of Life and Lord of Glory: yea, Sirs, 
Hi that he accounts them parts of himſelf, © Mem- 
fi cc: ders" of his _ his fleſh, and of his 
| ID bones.“ 


by ( 3.) It may farther fag geſt to us, that Teſts 
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i . doth retain a pecuhar affection for their bodies, 
9 though corruption hath feized them, and they 
Wh are become a banquet for worms. For all this, 
| hl they ſleep, as it were, in the arms of their beft 1 
beloved, their deareſt friend. Are juſt like per- J | 
Fi ſons who are faſt aſleep leaning on the boſom, or 3 
il ; claſped in the arms of the moſt affectionate rela- 
Jl tion they have in the world. Jeſus has loved a 
0 : them, 1 
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chem, and does love them; ſpreads out his ſhield | 
of protection over them, limits the dominion of 
death, and will not. ſuffer any part of the very 
curious work of his own hands abſolutely to periſh 
in the houſe of the devourer and deſtroyer. Na- 
thing eſſential to conſtitute the, ſame body, will 

he ſuffer to be loſt. Yau are told, and Job knew 
it well, that“ He will have a deſire to the 
< work of his own hands.” Though he is fat 
down on the right hand of the throne of the Ma- 
jeſty in the heavens, yet he often looks down 
from his moſt illuſtrjous throne, and views and 
{ſmiles upon the ſleeping duſt of his ſaints; he 
does favour it, and it is precious in his light. | 
His deſire is towards it, becauſe it is a very im- 
portant and valuable part of the charge given 
him by his Father and our Father, by his God 
and our God; of which he is ta loſe. nothing, 
but to bring it ta honour, immortality, and eter- 
nal glory. In confirmation of this delightful 
truth, read hn vi. 39, 40. He is poſſeſſed of 
unchangeable, of never-failing faithfulneſs, who 
has received this charge concerning all that fleep 
in him, and will fulfil it to a tittle. Why ſhould 
we then mourn immoderately over thoſe who 
have died in the Lord? and eſpecially when we 
attend, as we ought, to the | 


IIId Particular, under the ſecond general ob- 
ſervation ; which is this, that as ſure as they are 


4 Job xiv. 45. 
| : aſleep © 
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14 Chriſtian Mourners relieved 
aſleep in him, we have the moſt firm grounds to 
build our faith and hope upon, that can well be 
imagined z that God will awaken them from their 
Jeep, their long flumbers in the grave, at his 
Son's ſecond glorious coming, and bring them 
along with him. Permit me here to enquire, 


what is intimated to us by the expreſſion, © God's 
es bringing them with him ;*” and then to lay be- 
fore you the grounds which the text points out 


to us for believing this. 


What is intimated to us by the expreſ- 
ws, „God's bringing them with him.” In our 
apprehenſions, it intimates to us, 

(1.) That in like manner as he brought back 
again our Lord Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, ſo in 
like manner will he bring back again all his 
members from the dead. Jeſus was raiſed up, 
you know, by the glory of his power, wiſdom, 


goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and truth; and thus was 
raiſed up, as the apoſtle expreſſes it, “by the 


glory of the Father.” * So again will he dif- 
Ys: all theſe perfections of his nature in a moſt 
illuſtrious manner, by awakening, in the twink- 
ling of an eye, at the laſt trump, from the ſleep 
of death, into an incorruptible, immortal, honour- 


able, moſt happy and glorious life, all that flecp 


in Jeſus. 


(2.) That he will bring them with Jeſus, as 


an inexpreſſibly glorious part of his triumph, 


F Rom. vi. 4 d 
| an 
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and of his moſt. beautiful train, when he comes 
in the clouds of heaven in all his glory. God 
and his Father will look to it that the Son of his 
love ſhall ſee and enjoy all his ſeed, the travel 
of his ſoul, and be fatisfied throughout never- 


ending ages. Now will he make good to his Son, 


what he hath engaged to do in the coyenant of 
peace, that was betwixt them both before all 
worlds, to wit, that he ſhould be glorified 
4 in all his ſaints, and admired i in all them that 
believe in that peg 

(3.) That he will bring them to the higheſt hea- 


vens, there ever to be with Jeſus, to behold him 


in all his glory, and to enjoy him in the moſt per- 


fect manner without interruption, and without 


end. The father will then exalt and honour 
them, according to what our bleſſed Saviour hath 


told us in John xij. 26. If a man ſerve me, let 


him follow me; and where. I am, there ſhall my 


£ ſervant be: if any man ſerve me, him will my 


* Father honour.” He will then honour indeed 
all Chriſt's faithful ſervants, for he will bring 
them into his immediate preſence, where there is 
fulneſs of joy, and place them at his right-hand, 
where there are pleaſures for ever more. In this 
thrice bleſſed day will Chriſt's prayer, or rather 


moſt peremptory demand, be granted: Father, 


will that they alſo whom thou haſt given me, 
«© be with me where Iam; that they alſo may 
| | behold my glory which thou haſt given me: 
* for thou loyedſt me before the foundation of 


F John xvii. 24, 


* the 
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« the world,” In this day will the ever-bleſſed 


God rejoice over them, with ſinging, and in be- 


holding all his eternal and gracious purpoſes and 


counſels fulfilled; and in ſeeing his beſt- beloved 
Son admired, loved and delighted in ſupreamly, 


by all the dear people of his choice, his charge, 
| 1 his purchaſe, ED 


2. We are now to lay before you the grounds 


which the ſcripture we are conſidering points out 


to us, to build our faith and DE 85 555 that 


God will do thus. 
(I.) Chriſt has died. By dying he hath made 
0 ample ſatisfaction, complete reconciliation, 


and full atonement for the ſins of the people, which 
were many and great: and hereby he hath paid 


the price, paid down to the utmoſt, the mighty 


ſum required, as the price of their redemption. 
God the Father has accepted it as their ranſom 
from the power of the grave, the ſting of death, 
the everlaſting burnings. Is this the caſe? and 
will he not, think you, bring them with him? 


bring thoſe with him, for whom the man who is 


his fellow (who is one with him, equal in all 
poſſible glories and perfections) has ſhed his pre- 
cious blood! with reverence be it ſpoken ; it is 
but an act of juſtice to his dear Son, to bring 
them back from the dead, and to _ them 


with him at the laſt day. 
(2.) He will do it, becauſe he hath aſd up 


his Son from the dead. He has raiſed him up as 
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the Gi Kulte of all that ſleep in him: fo his holy 
word aſſures us, Cor. XV. 20. The God and Fa- 


ther of our Lotd Jeſus Chriſt hath raiſed him up, 
as the publick head ahd repreſentative, as. the 
earneſt and pledge of all his people's riſing up to 
everlaſting life and glory, at the great day of the 
Lord. To add one ground more. | 

(3.) That God our Father will do it, ariſeth from 
the glorious covenant of his grace he hath made 
with his people, thro his dear Son, as the great 
ſurety and mediator of it. Let it be obſerved, this 
covenant is founded in the richeſt grace, and the 
moſt free love and kindneſs, is well ordered in all 
things and ſure; which, for it's ſtability, it's per- 


| petuity, fat exceeds the everlaſting mountains and 


the perpetual hills; will exiſt in all its vaſt bene- 
fits and bleſſings, when the wheels of time ſhall 
move no more; for it's an everlaſting covenant, 
in which the F wien of glory hath engaged to be 
a God unto them, and they ſhall be to him a 


people. By an argument drawn from this cove- 


nant· relation, our Lord confuted the Sadducees, * 
(who denied the reſurrection of the dead) and 
ſtrongly aſſerted and maintained the pleaſing, 
the delightful truth, the happy reſurrection of 


all his dear people. Our God is a faithful God, 


a covenant-keeping God, and therefore will, ac. 
cording to that energy whereby he is able to ſub» 
due all things unto himſelf, awaken into an end- 
Jeſs and glorious life, all that ſleep in Jeſus. Let 


Matthew xxii. 31, 32. 


. us 
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us not ſorrow then over the dead in Chaift, as 
thoſe who have no hope. 


The e NT. 


I. The word of God, the goſpel of our ſalva- 
tion, ſhould be very dear to us, much read, and 


ſtruction, ſuccour and ſolid laſting conſolation, 
under ſuch a very trying and affecting diſpenſa- 
tion of Providence, as now calls us together, 
without the goſpel of light, peace and everlaſting 
conſolation? 

O how ſhould we abound in bleſſing God, for 
giving us ſuch a revelation, as wipes away tears 
from our eyes, baniſhes immoderate ſorrow from 
our hearts, and reconciles us placidly to his holy 
will, when he takes away our dear delights, and 
(when ſet home by his eternal ſpirit) eaſes the dy- 
ing pain itſelf; and thro' the ſweet light and 

comfort of it, we can walk ſafely, and with joy 
_ unſpeakable, 
deſcend with peace and cheerfulneſs into the 
houſe which 1s appointed for all the living. O 
thrice happy people, who are favoured with the 
ſtrong, and moſt uſeful light, of the everlaſting 
goſpel; and who are not left to the feeble and in- 
efficacious light of corrupted nature and reaſon ! 


II. How deeply concerned ſhould we all of us 
be, to be found in Chriſt while we are awake, while 
S - ve 


meditated upon, that brings us ſuch good, ſuch 
welcome tidings. What could we do for in- 


through death's dark vale, and 


1 
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we liye, that we may fleep, may die in him. O 
% may my ſoul be found in him, and of his 
C righteouſneſs and ſpirit partake,” ſhould be 
the conſtant language of our hearts. No ſleeps 
ing in him, no riſing up to glory with him, no 
being brought back from the dead, with pleaſure: 
and joy, if we now are not found in him, vitally: 
united to him, and receive light and life from 
him, walk after his ſpirit; and not after the fleſh. 
We muſt be miſerable for ever, if we are not 
found in him. We ſhall, it is true; be brought 
back again from the dead; but it is as true, that 
we ſhall be brought back again without Jeſus, 
having no part nor lot in him, and muſt be co- 
vered with ſhame, and everlaſting contempt, 
God of his infinite mercy grant that this may not 
be the caſe of any one who now hears me. O 
that we may be quickned by this very awakening 
and moving providence to fly to this all-ſuf- 
ficient Saviour, to lay hold on him, as the only 
hope ſet before us, of eternal life and glory. Muſt 
it not ariſe from good hope thro* grace of be- 
ing in Chriſt Jeſus, that I can live happily. and 
die comfortably ? Remember, we beſcech you, 
brethren, what your very dear and moſt excel 
lent paftor wrote to you, but a few cays before 
he died; for by it © he being dead, yet ſpeak- 
* eth:” “ O my friends, a good hope.thro” grace, 
and clear evidences of the genuine work, will ap- 

_ «© pear of ſome uſe in a dying hour; and it is awe- 
as | tub, though not unſafe, for the dear children 
e ; N 15k * of 
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« of God to have their evidences to ſeek, when 
* they ſhould have them to uſe and to enjoy. 
e O frequently think how ſuddenly diſeaſe and 
« death may come, and how neceſſary it is to 
&« live and die in faith. Faith in lively exerciſe, 
* can ſtrip the monſter of his ſting; and it's 
<« much for the honor of God, and our own com- 
fort, to be able to ſay, O death, where is thy 
| <« ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks 
e be to God, whogiveth us the 25 80 through 
Wi « Teſus Chriſt our Lord.” 


* 
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III. To conclude, 8 a pleaſant view does 
10 this ſubject give us, of thoſe who have died in 
Wh the Lord. They may well be pronounced bleſſed 
who die in the Lord, ſince their ſpirits enter into 
eternal joy and glory immediately ; their bodies 
00 (if you will allow me the expreſſion) are put to 
10 bed in a ſweet ſlumber, reſt from all their toils, 
106 their labours; in a bed that hath been richly per- 
0 fumed by the body of Chriſt lying there three 
hl days and three nights. | 

10 Befides, they ſweetly ſleep in him, in the moſt 
„ intimate union with him, and under his peculiar 
lf watchful care, and are very precious in his ſight, 
10 and God will bring them with him, raiſe them up 
1 to an immortal, ſpiritual, glorious and everlaſting 
life, and make them beautiful and happy, be- 
100 yond all thought, or expreſſion. We have the 
0 ſureſt grounds, we ſee, to build our faith and 
hope upon, that it will be thus; no leſs than 


2 infinitely efficacious death, his glorious 
reſur- 
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refurrection, his Father's and our Father's pw 


laſting love, his covenant of grace, which ſhall 


never depart: though the mountains ſhall depart, 


and the hills be removed; yet our Covenant-God's 

kindneſs ſhall never depart, neither ſhall the co- 
venant of his peace be removed, ſaith the Lord, 
who hath mercy. on his people. O what ſupports? 
what comforts? what pleaſures? yea what joys, 


can we deſire greater than what theſe truths are 


capable of yielding, amidſt all the miſeries of life, 
the agonies of death, the tears which now freely 
flow upon conſigning the remains of our dear 
friend and brother to the duſt of death, and 
when we ourſelves muſt ſhortly be covered up 
with it? This ſubject ſhould teach us to weep 
moderately over him, to beware of exceſs here, 
ſince this may diſpleaſe God, and in no wiſe pro- 
fit us. Though J do not at all wonder (to adopt 
the language of one) if in this congregation © I 
* ſee many weeping eyes, and know that there 
are many aking hearts here this evening; 1 
* ſhould rather wonder if it were otherwiſe : 
Should it be aſked, wherefore look ye ſo ſad? 
you would conclude, he that aſked the queſtion 
e muſt be a great ſtranger to your caſe, and not 
fe know.what as happened: he would not won- 
« (er at fo many ſad. countenances, if he knew 
<* the occaſion; that you are bereaved of your 
„ dear and faithful miniſter; deprived of him, 
that went out and in amongſt you; have loſt 
** the Thepherd that fed you; one that was your 

B 3 — guide 
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* guide to lead you; him that watched for your 
* ſouls, and was the helper of your joy; that 
* loved you, longed after you, in the bowels of 
* Chriſt ; that ' wiſhed, prayed for, and ſought 
« your walfare: and is it any wonder you look 
e ſo fad at ſuch aparting as this! Is it nothing to 
* you that paſs by, that the hand of God has 
touched us? nothing to you, that a perſon of 
his excellent ſpirit, ſo well fitted for his work ; 
«ſo intent upon it, delighted with it, zealous 
and faithful in it ; when according to the courſe 
<« of nature he might have been continued years 
yet to come a great bleſſing to the church of 
* God,” to the dear partner of his life? But he 
is no more in our world, and we muſt ſee his face, 
and hear his voice no more! I can, I do, moſt un- 
feignedly bear a part with you, in this mourning, 
and have often found riſing up in my mind thoſe 
words, in which David vents his ſorrow, when he 
laments the death of his deareſt friend; “ I am 
8 diſtreſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan; very 
1% pleaſant haſt thou been unto me:“ yea, my 
brother has been very pleaſant unto. me, for now 
almoſt twenty-four years. 1 am diſtreſſed for 
« thee, my brother!” If it had pleaſed God, how 
glad ſhould I have been hadſt thou yet lived! 
However, thou haſt died in the Lord, art ever 
with the Lord, doſt ſleep in Jeſus, and we do 
not mourn over thee, as thoſe who have no hope; 
quite the reverſe, bleſſed be God, as thoſe who 
have the moſt lively hope, that thy God and Fa- 
| ther 


N 
* 
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ther will bring thee back again from the dead, 
with his dear fon, at his glorious coming and 
bleſſed kingdom. Forgive me, my friends and 
brethren, for thus expreſſing myſelf ; I could not 
help it. Were it neceſſary, I could be very dif- 
fuſive in giving you his character, and cannot 
permit myſelf wholly to dwell in ſilence here, 
for it ſhould be known that he feared the Lord, 

like good Obadiah, greatly from his youth; “ 
acquired a rich ſtock of uſeful and valuable know- 
ledge, from thoſe who were admirably capable of 
imparting it from their great treaſures. + Thus 
furniſhed, he began the ſacred work of the mis 
niſtry, before he was twenty-one years of age, 
and has told you, in the laſt letter he will ever 
write, It was the determination with which I. 
e preached my firſt ſermon among you, to know 
e nothing, comparatively, but Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified z and I truſt it has been my ſin- 
e cere concern to continue in that reſolution to 
< the laſt; teſtifying repentance towards God, 
< and faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” You are 
his witneſſes, my dear brethren, how well through 
grace he abode by his determination; and you 
well know, that the doctrines of the rich, free and 
ſovereign grace of God, were his delight to ſtudy, 
and to preach; and you muſt NOW how wilely 


* 


4 He gave himſelf up to the church of Chriſt, under the 
paſtoral care of the reverend Mr. Simpſon at n when 
he was fixteen years of age. | 
# The reverend Dr, Dogdridge was his tutor. 
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and judiciouſly he Rated them; with what caution 
guarding againſt every extream, and every nn 
of theſe great and glorious truths. You cannot 
but know with what diſcreet zeal, with what 
plainneſs gnd fidelity he publiſhed 'the grace of 
God, in the ever-bleſſed and glorious Redeemer. 
Was not this the chief” topic be delighted to in- 
Hiſt upon, and particularly to ſhew what holy, di- 
vine, and heavenly influence it ought to have up- 
on the hearts and lives of men; ** did he not 


do this in a very perſuaſive and pathetic manner? 
Did he not preach Chriſt Jeſos the Lord, and 


conſtantly in his miniſtrations lay no other foun- 
dation than Chriſt Jeſus, which God has laid in 
Zion, for your faith and hope to build and reſt 
your eternal concerns upon? How has he declared, 


in that very ſerious and affectionate epiſtle he 


ſent you, I know no other foundation that God 
“ has laid in Zion, and the more I ſurvey the ex- 
<« cellencies of it, as given us in the ſcriptures, 
* the more I can ſay, it is tried and precious. 
Nothing elſe will do, to ſupport the ſtreſs of 


e our eternal hope, or indeed the preſſure of pain- 


e ful afflictions. Bleſſed be God, here is ſupport, 
<« here is confolation! it rejoices me to think that 
« there are ſo many that can add the teſtimony 
ce of their experience to mine.” The great God 


had bleſt him with a happy temper, and amiable 
carriage and behaviour, He knew how to weep 


with thoſe that weep, and to rejoice with thoſe 


who rejoice. He abhorred the mean condu of 


too 


jthe Hye of the Go 25 
too many, in chis degenerate world, the ſpeaking 
evil of others: and was he not an example to be- 
Jievers, in word, in converſation, in charity, in 
ſpirit, in faith, in purity, and in prudence, for - 


almoſt thirty-three years (which was more — 
double the number of the years of his predecel 

ſor) amongſt you, the people of his charge? O 
how comfortable and delightful was the fake of 
his mind, in this his laſt iUnefs ! which ſuddenly 
came on him, made rapid progreſs in extinguiſh- 
ing ſuch an uſeful and precious light in this our 
Iſrael. On the laſt Saturday fey*night, being the 
20th of October, when he lay down upon his 
dying bed, he found great comfort from thoſe | 
words in Romans viii. former part of the 24th 
verſe, « Who is he that condemneth? it is Chriſt 
< that died.“ He ſpoke theſe words with tears 
of joy. His language was, ** whom have I in 
e heaven but thee, and there is none upon earth 
* deſire beſides thee.” When he was aſked 
how he did, by one of his friends, he anſwered, 
„J am well, for the conſolations of God are 
« neither few nor ſmall. God has not left me, 
nor will he leave me.“ When I aſked him how 
it was with him, with reſpect to a better world, 

his anſwer was, (with great pleaſure in his counte- 
nance) © I can cheerfully truſt my good God.” 
He ſeemed always, during the intervals of his 

wanderings, to be praying; and before he died, 
was very ſenſible: and as far as can be learnt, 
be Go his laſt breath in committing you, his 
2 dear 


& 


and ſervice. 
will always remember that ſhe ſorrows not as 
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dear people, to' God in prayer (in which he had 
an excellent gift) and then ſweetly fell afleep in 
Jeſus, after having finiſhed his appointed work 
Soͤͤrely the dear partner of his life 


thoſe who have no hope: ſhe has lively hope 
that all is well with him, everlaſtingly well; and 


ſhe ſhould be patient and reſigned, ever remem- 


bring, that now her Maker is her huſband, the 
Lord of Hoſts is his name, who is able to teach 


her in the beſt manner to improve this ſad Pro- 


vidence, and to grow more meet every day than 
other by it, for the houſe not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, where the deareſt friends 
and relations who die in the Lord, ſhall meet 
again in the higheſt ſtate of friendſhip and bliſs, 
never to part more. You, the dear people of his 


charge, certainly will always © remember thoſe 


& who have had the rule over you, who have 


c ſpoken unto. you the word of God, whoſe 


6 faith follow, conſidering the end of their con- 
« yerſation.” And in particular, you will never 
forget the laſt word of exhortation your worthy 


paſtor gave you, whom he calls © My dear bre- 
„ thren, my joy hoped for, forſake not the aſ- 


« ſembling of yourſelves together. May the 
« God of all grace eſtabliſh you; for it's a good 
<« thing to have the heart eſtabliſhed with grace, 


« with the doctrines of grace, and the grace of 
Only let your converſation be 


« the doctrines. 
das becometh the goſpel of Chriſt. The apoſtle 
5 thought 


xv 
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& thought it no little thing, when he expreſſes 
* himſelf thus. Keep it in your eye and your 
£ heart.” Permit me to add, Strive together in 
your prayers to the great and good ſhepherd of 
of the ſheep, to repair this awful breach, who 
alone is able; and ever keep in your view thoſe 
moſt wholeſome words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
* That ye be like-minded, having the ſame love, 
* being of one accord, of one mind. Let no- 
thing be done through ſtrife or vain-glory ; 
6 but in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem others 
«© better than themſelves.” Let the word of 
Chriſt dwell richly in you, in all wiſdom with 
reſpe& to your future choice, which you have in 
the Epiſtles of Timothy and Titus. The more you 
keep cloſe to the word of Chriſt in all things, the 
more may you Ms to proſper and be eſta- 
bliſhed. 
Io conclude: © May the God of peace, that 
* brought again from the dead our Lord Jeſus 
* Chriſt, that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, thro* 
c the blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 
* you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
* working in you that which is well pleaſing in 
* in his fight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
te be glory for ever and ever, Amen.” 
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H E Lord gave, and the Lord hath ta- 
ken away: — can we, ſhall we not add 
with a pious reſignation, © bleſſed be the name 
« of the Lord?” It is a truly mournful, may it 
be an inſtructive Providence, which has now 
called us to the houſe of God. No wonder 
that, on ſuch an occaſion, it is become the houſe 
of mourning. Many of us (both miniſters and 
people) have frequently met here with great 
pleaſure——— We lately did ſo *. How little 
apprehenſive when we parted then, that we 
ſhould meet together again ſo ſoon around this 
grave! © Boaſt not, O my ſoul, of to-morrow, 
for thou knoweſt not what a day OY ag. 
c for.” | N 

Some of us are often called to the bed-ſides of 
our ſick and dying friends Heart affecting ſitua- 
tion that! Painful office, to attend thoſe whom 
we love in their expiring moments, to take our 
laſt leave, and to witneſs the agonies, or even the 
languiſhingvof diſſolving nature. Hope is indeed 
ſome relief; and we are willing to hope while 
we can. When precious, important lives are de- 
pending, we are ready to fay, © Surely this good 


40 


At a meeting of miniſters held a few weeks before, 
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30 The Funeral Oration. 
man, this uſeful miniſter will not be taken 


For a while we are held 
We watch 


« away ſo ſoon.” 
in ſuſpence between hope and fear. 


every ſymptom. as we ſtand over him with an 


anxious eye and heart, till we can hope no longer. 


We ſee death doing its awful office upon him. 


We know not how to bear the fight, nor yet how 


to leave it. If we retire for awhile, the ghaſtly 


viſage is ſtill before the eyes of our imagination; 
the dying groans recur upon our ears. We liſten 
at every ſtep, and at every word that is whiſpered 
around us in fearful expectation. . Soon the me- 

nach word reaches us; we mult hear it, He's 

gone.“ I know how ſome of you. felt the 
other evening, when you heard it of this our 
dear friend *. How may you juſtly feel, when 


| you hear that (as is ſaid of righteous Abel, Heb. 


xi. 4.) © BEING DEAD HE VET SPEAKETH.” 
Let that thought, for a while, employ our 
meditations as we ſtand over his grave. He is 
dead. Soul and body are ſeparated. And ſee 
the conſequence of the ſeparation on this fleſnly 
tabernacle. Every limb motionleſs. Every mem- 
ber inſenſible. That heart beats no more. The 
breath is for ever departed out of thoſe noſtrils. 
The ear ſhut. The eye cloſed, That tongue, 
often employed, lately employed here, in ſpeak- 


| 

The author, after having been with the deceaſed about 
two hours before he expired, was in company with ſeveral 
of the congregation, who were deeply affected, when they 


received the rſt account of his departure. 


ing 
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ing to you and to God for you, that tongue laid 
in ſilence. The countenance fallen. Ah, fallen 
indeed! How changed! To what a ſpectacle 
changing! The dictates of nature and reaſon 
diſpoſe us to bury our dead out of our ſight. 
Accordingly, all that was mortal of our worthy 
brother is now laid in this dark, dreary manſion. 
And here we muſt leave it, waiting to ſee cor - 
ruption; to riſe no more till awoke by the voice 
of the archangel and the trump of God : © Bur 
ic then ſhall this corruptible put on incorruption, 
« this mortal ſhall then put on immortality : and 
in that day ſhall be brought to paſs the laying 
« that is written, Death is inallowed up in 
victory.“ 

But was this the whole of him, whoſe departure 
we are lamenting? No. The living active prin- 
ciple, the intelligent heaven- born ſoul, has ſurviv- 
ed this ſtroke. It has quit this earthly tenement, 
and whether is it fled? From our world far 
away. And how it rejoices, how it triumphs in 
the change! No longer burdened, confined no 
longer by fleſh and blood; a pure, enlarged, 
happy, cceleſtial ſpirit. Alive to God and the 
Redeemer: aſſociated with angels and kindred 
ſpirits of the juſt (many of them its beloved 
companions below) now made perfect: but with 
us no more: No, our friend is gone the way 
from which he ſhall not return. A long jour- 
ney; but it was his journey home: To his 

| Father's 
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church, and to our world, he is dead. 
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Fathei's houſe, to' be for ever with his beloved 


Lord. 
Too us, to the dear partner ef his life to the 
——Ano- 
ther of the excellent of the earth dead !—One 
whom we knew and eſteemed. A kind neigh- 
bour. A faithful friend. A tender huſband. A 
wiſe and good man. An vpright chriſtian. An 
able, affectionate, faithful, laborious; ſucceſsful 
miniſter of Jeſus, your paſtor, dead! | 
Many excellent and uſeful ſervants of Chriſt 
have lately been called away by death. Our 
churches do and muſt feel ſuch loſſes. Poffibly 
a gracious Father is hiding his childfen in the 
grave, that they may be taken from the evil to 


come. 


Ti — licentious age, lift up your ſong, 
The ſaints of God ſhar't trouble you & er long. 
Yea, rather tremble, England, ſtand ag baſt, 
To ſee thy glorious lamps go out ſo faſt. 

When death, like Sampſon, thus lays hold upon 
The pillars of the church, the building's gone. 

. London, Took to't (ſaid the ſerious writer, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to that city, as by a prophetic ſpirit; 
on the deaths of many uſeful miniſters _=_ before 
the Fire of London) | 

London, look to't, and think what heaven is doing, 

Thy flames are coming when thy Lot's are going. 


So 
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So it proved with regard to that city. What 
God may be about to do to our towns and cities, 
to our nation, and his intereſt among us, we know 
not. This we ſee, that in ſuch viſitations as theſe, 
he is anſwering us by terrible things in righteouſ- 
neſs. Yes, anſwering us, not his ſervants that 
he is calling to himſelf. They fay from their 
graves, to ſurviving mourners, © Weep not for 
« us, but weep for yourſelves, and ye parents 
e weep for your children.” Their death is their 
gain, but more our loſs than perhaps at firſt we 
are aware: The families; the churches, the 
neighbourhoods from which they are removed, 
muſt immediately feel it. May this church, this 
neighbourhood, as well as the mourning widow 
of our brother departed, not only bear, but im- 
prove his death in a becoming manner! . 

Frequently and affectionately as he has ſpoken 


to yon, he now ſpeaks to you no more. But 


why do I ſay he ſpeaks now no more? 

Being dead © HE YET SPEAKETR.” Some of 
you may perhaps be diſtreſſed to think how little 
you have improved the many and great advant- 
ages you enjoyed from his life; efpecially as 


things are now at an end. The rich treaſure of 
the goſpel entruſted with him, he freely and 


faithfully imparted to you while he was continu- 
ed; but this treaſure was in an earthen veſſel, and 
that veſſel is now laid aſide. Yet though dead, 
he ſpeaketh. Nay, as being dead he ſpeaketh. 


His death itſelf is a lecture to you His life has 


2 been 
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been; ad by that, as Abel by his faith and 
righteouſneſs, he now ſpeaketh. He thought 
10 much, and felt ſenſibly for you while living. He 
e longed for all who were committed to his care in 
I) the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, He has ſpent ſab- 
0 | bath after ſabbath, for upwards of thirty Years, 
| WH in praying with you and for you; in ſpeaking 
0 the word of God, and handing out to you the 
HAN memorials of his crucified maſter. But he will 
10 | now no more ſtand before you in that pulpit, he 
00 will ſit with you no longer at this table. We all 
N take our laſt leave of our dear friend here to- 


111 night; yes, for this world our laſt leave; God | 
10% grant us a joyful meeting in a better | 
e = 


| 18 May we, his brethren in the miniſtry, who : 
i | have been long happy in his fraternal affection, 7 
Bl hear the voice which is now immediately direct- 1 
cd to us from his grave! *Tis a ſolemn memento 
e to us to trim our lamps, to gird up the loins 
ee of our minds, and to watch for our Lord, that 5 
—— when he cometh and knocketh, we may open to 1 
10 him immediately: a loud call to ſeriouſneſs and 
NS diſpatch, in all the important duties of our office; 
e there is no work nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
e wiſdom in the grave; and to the grave we are 
going. 
And do not you, the late dear people of his 
WL charge, hear a voice to you riſing out of this 
i grave? Liſten! *Tis the voice of wiſdom and of 
100 love, ſaying to you, Be ye alſo ready.” And 
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methinks I hear, from far, his exalted happy 
ſpirit, breathing out pathetically the good wiſh 
for you, O that they were wiſe, that they un- 
« derſtood this, that they would conſider their 
« latter end!” Remember him that has had the 
rule over you, and has ſpoken to you the word 
of God, whoſe faith follow, conſidering the end 
of his converſation. Indeed I make no doubt 
but though dead, he is ſpoken of *, and will be 
ſpoken of amongſt you; nor can you forbear to 
mourn over ſuch a loſs. This, however, is your 
mercy, that though the ſervants of the houſhold 
die, its Lord liveth. Look to bim, live to him; 
walk circumſpectly, walk in love: And the God 
of love and peace be with you! Amen. 
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